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Step-by-Step Guidelines for FirstGiving.org Website
FirstGiving.org is an easy online fundraising tool.  This website is intended as a way to get friends, family, and colleagues, former employers, etc. involved and excited about the work blueEnergy is doing in Nicaragua.  FirstGiving.org is an online platform that your friends, family, and colleagues can visit to learn more about blueEnergy and the campaign and it will allow them to donate directly through a secure PayPal channel.  All donations will be tracked by FirstGiving.org, and everyone who donates will have the opportunity to write a personalized message of encouragement and support to you directly on the page.  Below are the steps involved with setting up your FirstGiving.org account:

1) To set up your fundraising page, go to http://firstgiving.org/ and click on “About Us.”  

2) From this page, go to "Create Your Page" and search for the "BLUEENERGY" non-profit page.  

3) After clicking on “BLUEENERGY” and then “Create Your Own Page,” select the type of fundraising page you’d like to create (e.g.:  Sporting, In Memory of Someone, Personal Occasion, Use Your Imagination).  blueEnergy suggests creating a “Use Your Imagination” page, as this will allow you the flexibility to create many small fundraising campaigns or just one large campaign, depending on your approach.

4) The next step involves personalizing your FirstGiving fundraising page.  Get creative!  For example, see blueEnergy’s “Two Million Hours of Light” campaign page:
http://www.firstgiving.com/blueenergy2millionhoursoflight
5) For your text box, please start with the wording from blueEnergy’s Two Million Hours of Light” FirstGiving page (see below) and personalize it as you desire.  

6) To create an image for your page (upper left-hand corner of FirstGiving page), right click on the image on blueEnergy’s Two Million Hours of Light page (http://www.firstgiving.com/blueenergy2millionhoursoflight) and save it to your desktop.  The image can then be uploaded from your FirstGiving page.
7) If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Elizabeth Reisman, Development Director, at Elizabeth.reisman@blueenergygroup.org (510-590-8424).  She would be happy to answer any and all questions/concerns that may arise.

blueEnergy’s Two Million Hours of Light FirstGiving Text:
Thank you for supporting my "Two Million Hours of Light" campaign!
 

On the Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua where blueEnergy works, only 25% of the population has access to electricity. The remaining 75% lives, literally, in the dark. This holiday season, blueEnergy is launching its “Two Million Hours of Light” campaign to help pierce the darkness and bring electricity to these communities in need. I would like to invite you to help by re-allocating some of your funds and provide light for people who desperately need it. Every $1 donation can provide an additional 80 hours of light for blueEnergy’s beneficiaries in Nicaragua.  Through this Two Million Hours of Light campaign, blueEnergy is aiming to raise over $20,000 by December 31, 2009.  My personal goal is $_____________.  Please donate and help me meet it! 

